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PART |

— ELIGIBILITY CERTIFICATION

Include this page in the school’s application as e 2.

The signatures on the first page of this applica(omver page) certify that each of the statemeelksw

concernin

g the school’s eligibility and compliarveigh U.S. Department of Education, Office for Civil

Rights (OCR) requirements is true and correct.

1.

10.

11.

The school configuration includes one or more afgs K-12. (Schools on the same campus
with one principal, even a K-12 school, must agsyan entire school.)

The school has made its Annual Measurable Objec{i®Os) or Adequate Yearly Progress
(AYP) each year for the past two years and haveenh identified by the state as “persistently
dangerous” within the last two years.

To meet final eligibility, a public school must ntele state’s AMOs or AYP requirements in
the 2013-2014 school year and be certified by taie sepresentative. Any status appeals must
be resolved at least two weeks before the awargsnoay for the school to receive the award.

If the school includes grades 7 or higher, the sthwst have foreign language as a part of its
curriculum.

The school has been in existence for five full getrat is, from at least September 2008 and
each tested grade must have been part of the sidtdbe past three years.

The nominated school has not received the NatiBha Ribbon Schools awaid the past five
years: 2009, 2010, 2011, 2012, or 2013.

The nominated school has no history of testingyirtarities, nor have charges of irregularities
been brought against the school at the time of natiuin. The U.S. Department of Education
reserves the right to disqualify a school’s appiaraand/or rescind a school’s award if
irregularities are later discovered and provenheydtate.

The nominated school or district is not refusindi€@fof Civil Rights (OCR) access to
information necessary to investigate a civil rigtdsnplaint or to conduct a district-wide
compliance review.

The OCR has not issued a violation letter of figdito the school district concluding that the
nominated school or the district as a whole hakateéd one or more of the civil rights statutes.
A violation letter of findings will not be consident outstanding if OCR has accepted a
corrective action plan from the district to remeldg violation.

The U.S. Department of Justice does not have aipgsdit alleging that the nominated school
or the school district as a whole has violated anmore of the civil rights statutes or the
Constitution’s equal protection clause.

There are no findings of violations of the Indivadsi with Disabilities Education Act in a U.S.
Department of Education monitoring report that gpplthe school or school district in
guestion; or if there are such findings, the statdistrict has corrected, or agreed to correet, th
findings.

NBRS 2014 141L145PV Page 2 of 29



PART Il - DEMOGRAPHIC DATA

All data are the most recent year available.

DISTRICT (Question 1 is not applicable to non-public schpols

1.

Number of schools in the district

(per district designation):

0 Elementsghiools (includes K-8)

_ 0 Middle/Junior higtheols
0 High schools
0 K-12 schools

0 TOTAL

SCHOOL (To be completed by all schools)

2.

3.

4.

Category that best describes the area whesctiool is located:

[ ] Urban or large central city

[ 1 Suburban with characteristics typical of anamtarea

[X]

Suburban

[1 Small city or town in a rural area

[] Rural

2 Number of years the principal has been irhieposition at this school.

Number of students as of October 1 enrollechah grade level or its equivalent in applying s¢hoo

NBRS 2014

Grade # of # of Females| Grade Total
Males

PreK 6 5 11
K 10 7 17
1 8 7 15
2 8 5 13
3 9 10 19
4 15 10 25
5 11 11 22
6 8 7 15
7 20 10 30
8 13 10 23
9 0 0 0
10 0 0 0
11 0 0 0
12 0 0 0

Total

Students 108 82 190
141L145PV
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5. Racial/ethnic composition of 0 % American Ind@rAlaska Native

the school: ~ 3% Asian
2 % Black or African American
0 % Hispanic or Latino
0 % Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander
88 % White
7 % Two or more races

100 % Total

(Only these seven standard categories should laetaseport the racial/ethnic composition of yocingol.
The Final Guidance on Maintaining, Collecting, @&®porting Racial and Ethnic Data to the U.S.
Department of Education published in the October2087Federal Register provides definitions for each
of the seven categories.)

6. Student turnover, or mobility rate, during tlid2 - 2013 year: 1%

This rate should be calculated using the grid beldWwe answer to (6) is the mobility rate.

Steps For Determining Mobility Rate Answer
(1) Number of students who transferted
the school after October 1, 2012 until the 0

end of the school year

(2) Number of students who transferred
from the school after October 1, 2012 until 2
the end of the 2012-2013 school year
(3) Total of all transferred students [sum @

="

rows (1) and (2)] 2
(4) Total number of students in the school as

221
of October 1
(5) Total transferred students in row (3) 0.009

divided by total students in row (4)
(6) Amount in row (5) multiplied by 100 1

7. English Language Learners (ELL) in the school0 %
0 Total number ELL
Number of non-English languages represented.. 0
Specify non-English languages:

8. Students eligible for free/reduced-priced meals:0 %

Total number students who qualify: _ 0

If this method is not an accurate estimate of #gregntage of students from low-income families, or
the school does not participate in the free andaed-priced school meals program, supply an aceurat
estimate and explain how the school calculatedestisnate.
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9. Students receiving special education services: 4 %

8 Total number of students served

Indicate below the number of students with disaegiaccording to conditions designated in the

Individuals with Disabilities Education Act. Do thadd additional categories.

0 Autism 0 Orthopedic Impairment

0 Deafness 0 Other Health Impaired

0 Deaf-Blindness 6 Specific Learning Disability

0 Emotional Disturbance 4 Speech or Language Immeant

0 Hearing Impairment 0 Traumatic Brain Injury

0 Mental Retardation 0 Visual Impairment IncludBighdness
0 Multiple Disabilities 0 Developmentally Delayed

10. Use Full-Time Equivalents (FTEs), rounded tarast whole numeral, to indicate the number of

personnel in each of the categories below:

Number of Staff

Administrators 1

Classroom teachers 14

Resource teachers/specialists
e.g., reading, math, science, special
education, enrichment, technology,
art, music, physical education, etc.

Paraprofessionals 2

Student support personnel

e.g., guidance counselors, behavior
interventionists, mental/physical
health service providers,
psychologists, family engagement
liaisons, career/college attainment
coaches, etc.

11. Average student-classroom teacher ratio, thalhésntimber of students in the
school divided by the FTE of classroom teachegs, 22:1 14:1
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12. Show daily student attendance rates. Only sifflools need to supply yearly graduation rates.

Required Information 2012-2013| 2011-2012 2010-2011 2009-2010 2008-2009
Daily student attendance 98% 98% 95% 97% 96%
High school graduation rate 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

13.For schools ending in grade 12 (high schools)
Show percentages to indicate the post-secondanssthstudents who graduated in Spring 2013

Post-Secondary Status

Graduating class size 0
Enrolled in a 4-year college or university 0%
Enrolled in a community college 0%
Enrolled in career/technical training program D%
Found employment 0%
Joined the military or other public service 0%
Other 0%

14. Indicate whether your school has previouslgire a National Blue Ribbon Schools award.
Yes X No

If yes, select the year in which your school reedithe award. 1986
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PART Il - SUMMARY

Holy Cross School is a strong Catholic family basddcational community located in the heart of
Deerfield, Illinois, serving one hundred ninety faredergarten through eighth grade students. Oneof
hundred fifty Catholic elementary schools in theldiocese of Chicago, Holy Cross School is builthan
foundation of Faith, Achievement and Community v8®y students for seventy-six years, Holy Cross
School is an integral part of Holy Cross Parishbering the traditions and core values of CatHalitt.
Children at Holy Cross are treasured for their uaiqualities and are provided with spiritual, acaide
physical, and social guidance.

Holy Cross is dedicated to academic excellencetfamdurturing of lifelong faith, curiosity, and &el
discipline. The instructional programs are desigtoetheet the various individual learning styleslbf
students. Holy Cross believes that children le@st lwhen they are participants in the learning ggsc
therefore our children develop basic skills negoedritical thinking, problem solving, and selfrelction.

Opportunities are provided to participate in wopshind daily prayer, and to study Church doctrine,
scripture, and the sacraments. Based on the mudadthical values exemplified by the life of Jesbsre is
a conscious effort made to model, develop, and taiaim value system that the students recognitteein
school environment and in their own lives.

Our School Mission Statement follows:“Holy Cros$i8al is a Catholic educational community committed
to academic excellence, deepening of Christianegland fostering of service to society. Suppdtethe
school parish, dedicated parents, and devotedtyatié school actively participates in the Cathatission
of evangelization. The school provides a qualityadion to ensure that the students become lifelong
learners. Students grow spiritually through faititness, and prayer by being called to live out@uspel
message. Emphasis is placed on social respongiild exemplary citizenship. Holy Cross School
develops and nurtures the whole person: mind, baxly spirit.”

Holy Cross School has a strong commitment to aelm@nt. Teachers are engaged in professional
development in areas that directly impact studeatsss such as differentiation of instruction, wative
writing programs, engaging instructional strategéssessment models, character building, bullygrgon
programs, technology integration, and faith forimatiCollege and career readiness and a passioake an
difference are the result of these initiatives iempénted by our outstanding faculty. Holy Cross aum
possess such distinctions as being well-respeesetels and professionals, high school valedictsrian
achieving perfect ACT scores, national awards acdgnition from the Archdiocese of Chicago, and Ivy
League graduates.

With an exemplary commitment to service, studeata gn appreciation for and desire to serve these |
fortunate, from victims of a natural disaster todbfamilies seeking refuge in a nearby PADS sheltee
Golden Rule drives our actions. In response, awdesits are expected to treat all of humanity, eg th
would want to be treated. Students are involvet walections for our sister school, St. Malachy &,
for food, clothing, school supplies, and monetarg apiritual support. Our students also help supply
local food pantry with donations. We celebrate feaist day as a day of service by all students.

The teaching of religion as a class sets Holy C8u®ol apart from many of our surrounding areasish
Students enjoy connecting their knowledge of oithfand traditions to academic areas such as social
studies during the rise and fall of the Roman Emgin science and math, they discover how someatgrie
were scientists, inventors, and mathematiciandvogpphers who worked to make the world a betizre
in which to live. They develop an exceptional ustiending of the differences between secular and non
secular societies.

Each classroom teacher provides students with tymities to be successful at their level of leaghin

whether a remedial primary reader or an advancgdlkh student. Technology enhancements abound from
SmartBoards in each classroom to a full computetdehe newest addition of fifty Think Pads fondnt

NBRS 2014 141L145PV Page 7 of 29



use. Children learn to utilize the latest educati@omputer programs and applications to researilgally
examine concepts, and present acquired knowledge.

Our comprehensive curriculum and activities provedeh child with a plethora of opportunities faariging
and growth in reading and writing, grammar andIsmglmathematics, science, social studies, gedyrap
world language, religion, social justice, visuabatechnology, vocal and instrumental music, dmgsjzal
education. Similarly, extracurricular activitiesvieaofferings in areas such as no-cut athleticdppaing
arts, music and art clubs, chess club, studentailpuecycling group, classroom buddies, Quiz Baavid a
science club.

Overall, Holy Cross School prepares students ®@frist-centered lives in a global world by resfusly

and responsibly engaging in challenging acaderamstopriate extracurricular opportunities, faith
formation, character building, social awarenesd,savice.
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PART IV — INDICATORS OF ACADEMIC SUCCESS

1. Assessment Results:

a) The Office of Catholic Schools requires testimgrades three, five, seven, and eight. Studertoly
Cross School are assessed annually in gradesthicegyh seven on the TerraNova Test, Third Edition
Multiple Assessments. This has been the practietolt Cross since 2001-2002. All students are fdiyna

or informally annually, with accommodations prowde those who are eligible based on Individual
Educational Plans (IEP) or 504 Plans. Eighth gsdddents have been tested using the EXPLORE Tiest fo
the past several years.

Over the last five years, the majority of our studegperform in the top half of the national norrowg of
the TerraNova and EXPLORE tests. Results are docteden Section VII.

We utilize this data to review curricular strengémsl weaknesses of our programs. Most importatd,ida
used at the grade level and individual student las@ne data point to inform instruction. Since #011-
2012 school year, teachers have received moregsiofeal development and practice in utilizing test
results.

The lllinois Snapshot of Early Literacy and AimsWadnchmark assessments are administered annually to
all students in kindergarten and first grade amwisé through fifth grade respectively. Benchmasititey is
continued twice more in the school year for thasdents who are performing below the fiftieth petde

on the fall testing. Research-based interventioaslaveloped, implemented and monitored for these
students at the classroom and individual levelspgsopriate.

The Fountas and Pinnell Benchmark AssessmentgptafdReading Inventories and other informal
assessments are utilized as needed to provideagomprehensive profile of students whose tesescor
and classroom performance indicate a need for mévemation.All of these assessments are available
new and returning upper grade students as needed.

b) In reviewing the data from the past five yeandtte TerraNova Test, consistently high performasce
noted. The following comparisons are based on tgoNal Percentile of the Mean NCE scores in regadin
and mathematics. Scores are reported as percentiles

Third grade scores ranged from the 75th to the B8rdentile in reading. In 2012-2013 reading wabeat
83rd percentile compared to the 77th percenti0ihl-2012.Performance in mathematics remains
consistently high ranging from the 89th to the 9pedcentile.

Fourth grade scores ranged from the 83rd to the 2ncentile in reading and from the 79th to thén 88
percentile in mathematics. In reading, the 201232&dres were consistent with 2011-2012.

The fifth grade scores ranged from the 80th taBth percentile in reading and from the 77th to88th
percentile in mathematics. The performance in reptlicreased from the 80th to the 84th percemtile i
2012-2013 and is consistent with our highest peréorce in 2010-2011.

Sixth grade scores ranged from the 84th to the g&tbentiles in reading and the 78th to the 9litgudiles
in mathematics. Reading scores remain consisthigly Mathematics scores dropped from the 91dtdo t
78th percentile in the last two years. Lower ckiges and composition of the class resulted in
individualized use of this data to provide one-tee@ssistance and differentiated instruction tdesits who
require the same.

Seventh grade scores ranged from the 82nd to thep&rcentile in reading and from the 83rd to thst9

percentile in mathematics. This math increased®itst percentile in 2012-2013 from the 83rd peiieeim
2011-2012 is significant and consistent with parfances from 2009-2010.
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As a school community, we are proud of the achier@rof our students and continue to focus our &ffor
on interventions for students whose classroom esithg performances indicate a need. In the past tw
years, we have utilized more outside resourcepriafessional development in best instructional ficas
and research-based methods. These efforts hawel@ttcformalizing our Response to Intervention psece
and procedures through training provided by and@féif Catholic School’s Inclusion Director and avate
Social Worker. Various university and private cdtets have been utilized to assist with literaffgrés to
support our focus on the Common Core State Stasd@@dSS) in English Language Arts (ELA). Some of
these trainings are provided in collaboration waither neighboring Catholic schools and local public
schools, affording us opportunities to share blesiscoom practices.

2. Using Assessment Results:

a) For the previous two years, we have engagedne sophisticated analysis of our TerraNova data.
General performance trends are noted annually. [¥deudilize the data to compare anticipated pertoroe
with actual performance. The 2012-2013 resultsciaugid both higher than anticipated performancemes
areas and lower than anticipated performance ier@teas. This has been a valuable tool to determin
where more student engagement through creativaiteptechniques may be needed and where we are
excelling in our instructional approaches.

We have just begun using disaggregated data tonindoir instruction. Because of the small sizeswsf o
groups, we disaggregate by gender only, using dkee chutiously for smaller group sizes. Staff mensibe
examined test results in the spring, engagingverse layers of analysis. Staff members have beantegd
online access to data and consequently createtsepaanswer specific questions about student
performances.

The data is reviewed again in the fall by staff rhers who will be directly working with the studenige
utilize individual data including informal assessngeand classroom performance to determine need for
interventions and differentiated instruction. Stidehen receive flexible support by their clasanoo
teachers, or by our resource teachers. Benchmaesstment and progress monitoring are performed with
students requiring the most intensive interventions

EXPLORE Test data is utilized in December by the@@uHigh team and principal to monitor college and
career readiness of our students. Data from thetip@®e years indicate consistently high performeancll
areas and exceptional performances by some oftodersts. The data is used with the students, ataff
parents to prepare for upcoming high school eng@xams and placement.

Our teachers are evaluated on their use of diffextexl instruction in all content areas. Our regdind
math programs provide various resources for diffeaéion. Additionally, teachers utilize a variety
traditional and web-based tools, such as IXL fothematics, to provide remediation or enrichment.
Professional development in Best Practice Methaglolas enhanced our ability to implement research-
based practices.

b) Detailed TerraNova Test score reports are madlgghrents in the spring. Sessions are hosted for
discussion of results with parents and students.0Merall scores are highlighted in the principal’s
newsletter and are included in our marketing makerSimilarly, for the past two years, detailedHFEORE
Test scores are provided to parents of our eigfatitieggstudents in December, prior to high schoobent
exams.

Benchmark and progress monitoring data are regqudadred with parents and students through our
teaching and/or resource staff. Opportunities &repts to discuss results with specific team mesaey
provided regularly.

Mid-trimester progress reports and trimester repartls are provided to both students and theimparéhe
implementation of PowerSchool has allowed parentsat/e real time access to students’ schoolwork and
test performances online. Required parent-teadr@erences, just after the first mid-trimesterpalifor
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timely dialogue early in the school year. Optiooahferences are held in the spring of each yeaatady
time by request.

3. Sharing Lessons Learned:

Collaboration with our neighboring Catholic schoatsl our public school district is extremely bediefito
us. Opportunities for shared professional develoyprage available at least once each year. Addiigna
individual schools choose to invite others to jiiiam for professional development. In the last y&ars,
we have hosted one ELA, two Religious Educatiore, BXPLORE Test, and two PowerSchool trainings.
We have participated in several other collaboratipportunities off campus offered by other Catholic
schools in our area or through the Office of Cath8thools.

Principals meet monthly as a council. We hostedgeasions with the new Director of Curriculum and
Instruction on close reading. Principals maintdose contact with each other via phone and email
throughout the year.

Similarly, our staff is invited to professional ddepment opportunities hosted by our local puldico®l at
least once a year. Additionally, we utilize puldhool staff to provide some of our ongoing tragnim
Response to Intervention (Rtl).Monthly articulatimeetings are hosted by our local high school.\&rio
staff members and the principal attend these gessio

Our principal serves as the area liaison to thei€uum Advisory Council of the Office of Catholic
Schools. Monthly meetings provide the opporturatpénefit from dialogue with principals from acralse
entire Archdiocese on various curricular initiagvéhis year, we are focusing on the CCSS in EL& an
Mathematics, the selection of a new assessmentaodlparameters for instructional time. Our ppacti
has also served on the AdvancED (School Systemediitation Protocol) Steering Committee to assist in
the evaluation of the readiness of the Archdiotesmirsue this model. We have begun utilizing Ad\ED
as our Archdiocesan and School Improvement Prabesgear.

Our principal is also a member of the Reading Lesidp Institute at National Louis University.
Opportunities to learn and collaborate with otheblir and private school reading leaders are off¢inece
to four times annually. One additional staff memisesometimes allowed to attend these sessions. The
emphasis has been on the CCSS for ELA for thewasyears.

The principal regularly updates parents and comtyam our efforts supporting our faith formation,
attaining academic excellence and opportunitieetge others. We utilize weekly newsletters, otost
website, and our Facebook page to promote ourteféord share our accomplishments.

4. Engaging Families and Community:

Holy Cross School’s governance model includes mtelaparents and parishioners who serve on our

School Advisory Board. Our School Advisory Boardminers have expertise in technology, business,
finance, education and marketing. Three commitbééise Board: Fundraising, Marketing, and Alumni,
include additional parent members who have ther@igspeand time to assist us in these importantsarea

Our Core Staff, which consists of our Pastor, Rat#ssociate, Director of Liturgy, Business Managed
Office Manager, Director of Religious Education dmthcipal meet weekly to discuss items that aféesct
all. As a parish school, we work in coordinatiorirwour Parish Finance Council and Pastoral Couvdd.
also work collaboratively with The Friends of Staldchy School, which supports our sister schodhen
west side of Chicago.

At the school level, two auxiliary groups collabtraly support our efforts. Our Parent School Asstion
and our Booster Club are dedicated to providingchinrg opportunities for our school families anddsnts
as well as providing monetary donations for cutacenhancements. The principal meets regularlig wit
these groups. A representative officer from eaclgtis invited to participate in open sessionsuwf o

NBRS 2014 141L145PV Page 11 of 29



School Advisory Board as non-voting members. WeeHagrned that this results in better communication
and collaboration.

Parishioners and other community members are ohtitevolunteer at our school or utilize facilitié¥e
recently added the Moms and Tots social groupdilitide networking for our young parents. Parisi a
community groups alike are invited to offer aftengol clubs. Scouts are welcome to utilize ourlifibes.
We also host Junior Achievement classes annuaily s@idents participate in multiple parish wide and
community-based service projects and many are réped annually by the Deerfield Optimist Club for
their contributions to our community. Opportunitfes Cultural Arts are provided several times ary¥de
have included community groups in these eventssXample hosting a special event for area veteyans
Veterans Day this year.

Similarly, we are including more business membersur Open Houses and Community Breakfasts to
increase communication and collaboration. This y&ar of our local mayors attended our Fall Open
House.

We utilize school-wide surveys to determine thedsesnd interests of everyone. We have learned that

working with parents through our existing structuaed on an individual basis are the best waysgage
them.
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PART V — CURRICULUM AND INSTRUCTION

1. Curriculum:

Our school operates under the guidance of the ©fficCatholic Schools, incorporating the lllinois
Learning Standards, and the CCSS. Curriculum astduiction is under constant review to align sulgject
with research-based programs, educational thealehorder thinking skills, inquiry based learning
critical thinking, and best practice methodologyrasdels to prepare students for success in highosch
college and careers. Core subject areas are tdaijthrough the use of whole group and small grou
instruction and independent learning. Opportuniiiesemediation and enrichment are provided in all
content areas.

ELA is recognized as the foundation for learnitgerefore great effort is placed on building litgra&ills
through reading, writing, listening, speaking amnelwng across the curriculum. Each aspect buildsiaf
skills, creating effective learners and communicsato

The mathematics curriculum supports mastery andeqnal understanding through use of textbooks,
manipulatives, computer programs, challenging websapplications to everyday life, and writing.
Students are placed into leveled classes in sewntieighth grades, preparing them for advancea lev
high school placement.

The science curriculum challenges students to laadnapply the scientific method to physical, bgatal,
and chemical sciences. Beginning in fourth grade students learn in a laboratory setting. Sevanth
eighth grade students participate in the annuehsei fair. Many students enter honors level higiosc
courses.

Social studies and world geography courses alldlgrelm to find their place in our global society ifeh
learning how to make informed decisions in a caltyrdiverse and democratic society. Students gain
sense of civic responsibility as they master urtdading of our nation and government, while discimge
the relationship we share with other nations inioteardependent world.

Holy Cross School is in compliance with the Bluélitin program's foreign language requirement, offeri
Spanish in first through eighth grades. The majaritstudents graduate prepared to enter secomchigia
school Spanish. Students study cultures and contir@sinvhile making connections and comparisons with
the language, subsequently mastering the art dfewrand verbal communication.

Children are engaged in daily Religion class téhieir develop their sense of community and Catholic
identity. Annual retreats occur for students indgmtwo through eight. Children gain a sense afdeship
and responsibility by preparing for these retreats.

Their social-emotional needs are addressed throlagsroom meetings. Students engage in programs lik
Second Step and Olweus where they learn and pramspectful behavior in school and in their lives
outside of the school community. We present progrdrat address health and safety awarenessincluding
the D.A.R.E. program, Life Begins, and Protectingd@ Children.

Instruction in visual and performing arts is offérgeekly. Art students study technical aspectsditig

them to implement new techniques while creatingy inen works. The elements of art are emphasized in
the primary and intermediate grades while middiellehildren study and apply principles of artntasic,
students learn basic musical concepts such asmhgidl form, gaining an appreciation for and inteires
instrumental and vocal music. Students may elepattcipate in the school band, to perform inaghaual
school musical, or share their gifts in the talmw as members of the cast or crew.

Holy Cross School provides physical education fementary level students twice each week and middle
level students three times per week. Students Edlls and rules that they apply to individual ajrdup
sports. They gain an appreciation for the impomrasfdeamwork, lifetime fitness, good nutritiondan
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balanced health. Beginning in fifth grade, childhave the opportunity to participate in no-cut etill
programs where they learn to compete as membexrseaim.

Technology is integrated into all subject areasupgh use of SmartBoards, a computer lab equipptd wi
thirty units, classroom PCs and laptops, digitahegas, video cameras, document cameras, and mgject
Technology is integrated nearly every class pevioithe week. Students in fifth through eighth gsadee
assigned Google accounts to facilitate accessd®alnmission of coursework. Two carts, each coimgin
twenty-five ThinkPads, have been added for shasedmpre-kindergarten through eighth grade
classrooms. Staff members will soon be pilotingds®and Chromebooks and their respective educational
applications for future acquisition.

2. Reading/English:

Elementary ELA teachers choose research basedgpnsgaligned to the learning profiles of our student
and the CCSS standards. Content area teacherpanat® reading and writing skills to ensure thatlshts
apply ELA skills and strategies in all they do. fdhchers explicitly introduce or review reading
comprehension strategies in their classes. Thegduate or review decoding strategies based on
assessments and classroom performance resulfdttiAtirade students participate in a Study Skilksss
that emphasizes literacy skills in the contentsarea

Foundational reading skills, taught in pre-kindergia and kindergarten, begin with a phonemic anesgn
program from Michael Haggerty. Letter recognitiomddetter sounds are taught with programs such as
Handwriting Without Tears, Reading Street, andyJBHonics. When students are ready to blend ldtters
form words, Making Words and other phonics-basedugces form the basis of instruction. Childrenrhea
excellent literature selections throughout the aag are introduced to leveled readers for shargded,

and independent work.

In grades kindergarten through fifth, a balancedieg approach integrates shared reading, guiceting,
reading aloud and independent reading. The CCSIS gomsupported through the use of Pearson’s Rgadi
Street and supplemental materials. Leveled masegii@ available to meet a variety of student istsrand
needs. All students benefit from whole class, sgalp, and individualized instruction.

In grades six through eight, an integrated litetvased approach grants access to high qualityrfiand
nonfiction selections. Specific skill developmentiionitored and is remediated or enriched througblev
class, small group, and individual instruction. Twlins Writing Program enhances our already gjron
efforts with writing across the curriculum.

We assess the reading skills of kindergarten astigrade children three times a year using tiold
Snapshots of Early Literacy. The classroom teagkading specialist, or special education teader t
administer a research-based intervention or enectimctivity as appropriate. In second througt fift
grades, AIMSweb is administered up to three timgsaa to monitor fluency and inform instruction.
Differentiation of instruction and development pesific interventions are further based on the
administration of informal assessments, such astaswand Pinnell’'s Benchmark Assessments, Informal
Reading Inventories, and work samples at all gredals.

TerraNova Test results are utilized in third throsgventh grades. Lexile levels and qualitativdysisa
assist in determining literary selections and ctz@® interventions. Reading and special educatiaiff, s
and classroom assistants are utilized to suppesetefforts.

3. Mathematics:

Mathematics teachers select research based prograh®ipplemental materials that align to the C&®5
the learning profiles of our students. Our selectedh curricula are designed to meet childreneit tavel
and challenge them to gain knowledge and undenstgn8cott Foresman-Addison Wesley enVisionMATH
series is used in Kindergarten through sixth gradled Prentice Hall Mathematics Pre-Algebra/Algedna
utilized in seventh and eighth grades. StudenseWenth and eighth grades are grouped based ceiNIoat
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Test math scores, teacher recommendation, clasggedormance, and the Orleans Algebra Readiness
Test, administered at the end of sixth grade. Upaduation, many students are prepared for horues |
advanced courses in high school. We have also si@gpstudents attending high school math classesgiu
their eighth grade year.

Mathematics teachers are regularly engaged inagaElopment for math including local workshops and
university courses. They utilize a variety of mitis; resources, and assessments appropriatedenstu
development and the teaching and learning pro€skiren learn the value and importance of group
participation as well as individualized learnindnel apply skills and techniques to identify ano/sakal-
world problems. Through engaging learning actigit&tudents learn to integrate concepts into their
everyday lives, manage risks, and demonstrate shitis with confidence.

During their daily instruction, students are tautliet concepts of problem solving, reasoning,
communication, representation, and connectionglediis are given the opportunity to discover coreept
independently through discovery and investigatieekwwhile being encouraged to present and defend
creative solutions. Inquiry based projects arezetil as students search for answers to real wooldlgms.
They gain proficiency in adaptive reasoning, sg@teompetence, conceptual understanding, fluesmy,
the ability to see mathematics as sensible, usafial worthwhile in our constantly changing world.

All children have the opportunity to gain mastdyough the use of support materials, collaboradiotie
resource experts with classroom teachers, schanelmmmmunication, and individual support when
necessary. Students who are performing above avaragchallenged through varied assignments,
enrichment activities and/or small group inquirgéa projects.

At all grade levels, technology regularly suppletsghe math curriculum. Textbooks have an online
component through Pearson Success and IXL Matbeid at each grade level, as are numerous other
websites such as FunBrain, Timez Attack and Khaadamy. Junior High students are also taught to
operate graphing calculators to prepare them fgin bchool level math courses.

4. Additional Curriculum Area:

a) Science teachers select research based prograhssipplemental materials that align to the Next
Generation Science Standards (NGSS) and the |ggpnifiles of our students. At Holy Cross Schoalr, 0
very strong science program incorporates the Bagk®asign process to plan curriculum, instructiod a
assessment. Kindergarten through fifth grade us@ulblisher Pearson Scott Foresman to study a wide
range of the sciences including Life, Physical ti,aand Space Science. In the primary grades, istside
begin learning and participating in inquiry basethties to learn about the Scientific Method.

Sixth through eighth grade students also use Pedtsentice Hall. A single science subject is emzeas
each year. The other sciences are integratedhiigsubject to demonstrate their relationshipsattheother.
Students learn how to write full lab reports andtowie to apply and make connections to the realdvo

In seventh and eighth grade, our students areresjto participate in the Science Fair.Studentgydeand
develop projects based on the science they argistydncluding physical science for seventh gradel

life science for eighth grade. Through these expees students learn and develop such skills dpub
speaking, critical thinking, problem solving, weitt communication, Science Technology Engineering an
Math (STEM), applying the Scientific Method, andfs®nfidence.

Technology supplements the science curriculuml grratle levels. Students have online access tbdeks
through Pearson Success. The online textbook abaasss to self-assessments, science websites,
instructional videos, and activities for the vislesrners. SmartBoards are used in every classtoonake
science more interactive and motivational.

Through daily instruction students learn, modetl damonstrate essential skills that are neceseatid
real world. These include collaboration throughmeative learning, critical thinking, problem salgi and
communication making connections to real life. Thenty-first century thinking skills are not only
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developed in science class but in all of the sttgl@tasses to prepare them for high school, cellegd
careers.

Science teachers consistently participate in psideal development activities to further the edocet
experience for their students. These include wamgstand Webinars on the new NGSS.

Through the generosity of local businesses anchparee consistently receive grants to enhance our
science program. Our TerraNova Test scores in ceigntlicate that the excellent teaching at HolysSro
School is resulting in a higher than anticipateel®f understanding science.

b) Holy Cross offers a pre-kindergarten progranctitdren who are four by September first. The
curriculum aligns with the kindergarten throughrdigrade CCSS and is evaluated annually. Teachers
provide instruction in literacy, mathematics, scensocial studies, religion, technology, healthsim, art
and physical education. Children in the pre-kindetgn class learn through a play based curriculinergy
children are given autonomy to choose activitieselaon their current interests and teacher offsrilg
this way, teachers are facilitators who incorpoeatademic skills through theme-based activitie® Th
teacher is thereby free to focus on social-emotiskifis which best prepare children for succeshitare
learning environments.

Through play at enticing theme centers, pre-kinaeenm children are fully engaged as they learrotong
recognize patterns, sort shapes and colors, adttasty measure and identify numbers. Sharing émer o
skills for social acceptance are modeled, learmeldpaacticed. Through the center approach, chilbram
the foundation for the scientific method as theyolkahings grow, identify unknown items, investigaew
materials, and experience the investigative process

Religion is taught daily as children develop a lémeGod and Jesus. The Loyola Press curriculumpaip
the early development of Catholicism.

Pre-kindergarten students engage in art activitiesighout the day at various themed centers. They
participate in music activities weekly, singing Ib&iturgical and choral songs and begin to exptbeeOrff
Method while playing instruments. They strengthessg motor skills and learn rules of games while
beginning to understand the need for exercise ysiphl education. Health and wellness are alsohiaug
through experience and discussion utilizing “tedbdanoments” during play.

Children who enter kindergarten following our piadergarten program are well prepared to learn or
review letter sounds. The children experience myrdgymes and other literary selections while hnéteg for
differences in letter sounds and language patt&inslergartners transition easily to read at aatgrof
levels.

Technology is integrated into the preschool cutdguthrough the use of interactive SmartBoards, bi-
weekly access to our computer lab, and a varietugicular websites. Students will soon acquirdi$to
enrich their school experience.

The administrator and teachers take time to ertbatepre-kindergarten goals are aligned to pringmais
and that the unique needs of students and fanaifeesnet. Our Extended Day program offers afterrazon
for our pre-kindergarten students.It is operatedinypreschool teacher, allowing for extensionwficular
goals.

5. Instructional Methods:

A variety of instructional strategies are utilizatdour school. Multi-modality approaches, direatinction,
inquiry-based learning, cooperative learning anegrated instruction abound at all grade levels.

To differentiate instruction, formative and summatassessments are used to determine appropriate

instructional levels and approaches. Models suchhade group lessons, flexible grouping, coopestiv

learning and one-on-one instruction are implemerfRedearch based strategies that incorporateatritic
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thinking skills like Marzano’s Essential Nine, B&tctice Methodology, and Bloom’s Taxonomy enhance
student achievement. Instruction is further difféti@ed through the use of learning centers, vauédcs,
limited student choice in assignments and assedspad utilization of learning aids such as graphi
organizers.

To further differentiate, all teachers are provigeth technology hardware and software, desktop
computers with interactive whiteboards, and lagomputers for use at home and school. Students have
daily access to the computer lab through instradticthe core subject areas, ensuring that techgato
integrated. Students have access to the interagtiteboards in every classroom and enjoy learning
through this rewarding experience.

At the elementary level, instruction is supportgddrhnology through the use of ABC Mouse for et
reading/reading readiness, Starfall, Reading A& ,Daily Five, FunBrain, Cool Math, IXL, Pebble Gmd
Khan Academy.

Junior high students learn to communicate usingg&obocs and presentation applications like iManel
PowerPoint. Kindergarten through eighth gradeesttgigain proficiency in word processing, spreaetshe
and databases as a part of Microsoft Office andTgf.earn, which provides keyboarding practickahe
and school.

To meet the divergent needs and interests of tlikest body, enrichment opportunities are provided
through extra curricular activities. Some of thase athletics, band, Guitar Stars, Language Staxsg
Rembrandts, Science Club, Quiz Bowl, spelling lsegnce fair, junior high play, leadership trainiagd
math competitions.

Support and interventions are given to students gpecial learning needs including students whaireq
additional challenges. Students who have IEPsP3@ds, or interventions through Rtl receive
accommaodations and support both inside and outdithee classroom setting. Students are provided
services from classroom teachers, learning resayreeialists, a speech and language pathologist, a
learning-behavioral specialist, and the school&urs

6. Professional Development:

The needs and interests of staff members, buildivthArchdiocesan systemic goals, and student
performance data determine professional developomptrtunities. We provide up to seven days anpuall
for professional development activities on or dtié s\Weekly staff meetings are often used for msienal
development. Additionally, all full-time teachintpff is given the opportunity to attend other pesienal
development offerings. Our teachers also have ad¢oestomic Learning to increase their technolokiyls
and proficiencies on their own time.

For the last two years, the Office of Catholic Saledas guided and supported professional developime
the areas of the new CCSS in ELA and MathematieeaNova Test and EXPLORE Test assessments,
PowerSchool, Collins Writing, Effective Teachinggt€chetical Training and AdvancED, to name a few.
We attend all required trainings and several stefinbers have elected to participate in additional
workshops that are offered during the summer.

At Holy Cross School, multiple topics have beenlergdl during our staff development days and are
integrated into our weekly staff meetings. Theseshacluded training in use of our assessment tesul
CCSS gap analyses, ELA and Mathematics, websitegiéd®ocs, SmartBoard, Microsoft Office, Best
Practices in Teaching, Project CRISS, Lucy CalRrismary Units of Study, Olweus Bullying Prevention,
PowerSchool, AdvancED, and Rtl.

Our primary goals for 2013-2014 are school improgetthrough learning and implementing the
AdvancED Process, and refining our efforts with Rtbnthly opportunities for training and dialoguavie
enriched our professional experience.
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Additionally, teachers and administrators must gpéeleir goals for the school year. Many of ouadbers
have selected goals related to the implementafi®@tloSome have chosen goals related to workirtg wi
data and assessment, while others have choseficpeaidemic areas to improve and still others have
chosen to work on behavioral interventions. Thexsdgare always aligned to the specific needs efarn
more of their current classes.

Finally, our process for supervision and evaluatibataff is intended to inform individual and hiiilg-
based professional development. Our very compréhepsaluation tool provides specific indicators fo
distinguished, successful, progressing or needimgovement performance in the areas of Catholiotitde
and Mission, Communication, Instructional Practeeg Professional Requirements.

We take our responsibilities as teachers and adtrators very seriously and are dedicated to coatis
improvement of our own and our students’ learning.

7. School Leadership

Our school is led by a veteran administrator witmsnyears of experience and training in Curricuamd
Instruction. She holds certificates in general spekcial education, reading and administration.iShe
invested in the systemic work of the Office of Gaith Schools and the work of our school. She maista
professional affiliations with National Louis Unigity where she has taught various courses in Rgaaid
Language Arts.

Consistent leadership by administration and teachiaff is a goal. Over the last two years, staffehbeen
engaged in work that can best be characterizedramaous improvement efforts. As a result, a comityu
of collaboration and trust is flourishing.

Curricular changes are the result of data anaéysisnew mandates such as the CCSS, technologgrgtl,
social-emotional programming as identified by stBHirents cited a need for increasing the breddibro
Spanish program and depth of differentiation ofringion. Financial resources are targeted fordfasas.
Qualified teacher assistants and teachers areadtito support the needs of students and are deldedu
accordingly by the principal and resource staféf@sional development is also aligned with thesasa
though not exclusively, as we recognize the needidtiple areas of improvement and respect indigld
staff needs and interests. As a result, we buitdradividual and collective ability to improve oschool.

As part of the AdvancED Accreditation process, #gding team is in place to coordinate our effof@sir
team includes the pastor and principal, one tedeléder, and several teacher liaisons in the arfeas
Mission and Catholic Identity, Governance and Lesitip, Academic Excellence and Operational Vitality

Shared leadership also occurs in the area of aluricand instruction, with team leaders in the suafa
ELA, Mathematics, Social Studies, Science, and fieldyy Integration. These leaders serve as resetoce
our staff and liaisons for professional developnaert information from the Office of Catholic Scheol
The principal and a small committee of teachergHarmed to craft this application. Through the
principal’s involvement with the School Advisory &, its’ committees and our auxiliary groups, péak
input is sought and utilized as appropriate.

As a small staff we often work together prioritigiour goals and planning school-wide events. Weeds
the specific work of teams, and communicate ougass regularly to staff, students and parents.
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PART VI - NON-PUBLIC SCHOOL INFORMATION

The purpose of this addendumis to obtain additional information from non-public schools as noted below.

1. Non-public school association(s): Catholic

Identify the religious or independent associatidnany, to which the school belongs. Select the
primary association first.

2. Does the school have nonprofit, tax-exempt (503jrXtatus? Yes X No

3. What are the 2013-2014 tuition rates, by grade?r@onclude room, board, or fees.)

2013-2014 Tuition

Grade Amount

K $5055

1 $5055

2 $5055

3 $5055

4 $5055

5 $5055

6 $5055

7 $5055

8 $5055

9 $0

10 $0

11 $0

12 $0
4. What is the educational cost per student? __$7643

(School budget divided by enroliment)

5. What is the average financial aid per student? _ $226
6. What percentage of the annual budget is devoted to 1%

scholarship assistance and/or tuition reduction?

7. What percentage of the student body receives
scholarship assistance, including tuition redun@io 13%
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PART VII - ASSESSMENT RESULTS

REFERENCED BY NATIONAL NORMS

Subject: Math

Test: Terra Nova 3 Multiple Assessments

Grade: 3

Edition/Publication Year: 2010

Publisher: CTB/McGraw-Hill

Scores are reported here asPercentiles

School Year 2012-2013 2011-2012 2010-201L 2009-20.2008-2009
Testing month Mar Mar Feb Mar Mar
SCHOOL SCORES

Average Score 89 91 92 89 91
Number of students tested 26 25 15 32 20
Percent of total students tested00 100 100 100 100
Number of students 0 0 0 0 0
alternatively assessed

Percent of students 0 0 0 0 0

alternatively assessed

SUBGROUP SCORES

1. Other 1

Average Score

Number of students tested

2. Other 2

Average Score

Number of students tested

3. Other 3

Average Score

Number of students tested

NOTES: No subgroups large enough to dissagregate data.
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REFERENCED BY NATIONAL NORMS

Subject: Math

Test: Terra Nova 3 Multiple Assessments

Grade: 4

Edition/Publication Year: 2010

Publisher: CTB/McGraw-Hill

Scores are reported here asPercentiles

School Year 2012-2013 2011-2012 2010-201L 2009-20.2008-2009
Testing month Mar Mar Feb Mar Mar
SCHOOL SCORES

Average Score 79 81 87 88 82
Number of students tested 25 16 34 19 24
Percent of total students tested00 100 100 100 100
Number of students 0 0 0 0 0
alternatively assessed

Percent of students 0 0 0 0 0

alternatively assessed

SUBGROUP SCORES

1. Other 1

Average Score

Number of students tested

2. Other 2

Average Score

Number of students tested

3. Other 3

Average Score

Number of students tested

NOTES: No subgroups large enough to dissagregate data.
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REFERENCED BY NATIONAL NORMS

Subject: Math

Test: Terra Nova 3 Multiple Assessments

Grade: 5

Edition/Publication Year: 2010

Publisher: CTB/McGraw-Hill

Scores are reported here asPercentiles

School Year 2012-2013 2011-2012 2010-201L 2009-20.2008-2009
Testing month Mar Mar Feb Mar Mar
SCHOOL SCORES

Average Score 77 83 88 83 83
Number of students tested 16 37 22 26 25
Percent of total students tested00 100 100 100 100
Number of students 0 0 0 0 0
alternatively assessed

Percent of students 0 0 0 0 0

alternatively assessed

SUBGROUP SCORES

1. Other 1

Average Score

Number of students tested

2. Other 2

Average Score

Number of students tested

3. Other 3

Average Score

Number of students tested

NOTES: No subgroups large enough to dissagregate data.
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REFERENCED BY NATIONAL NORMS

Subject: Math

Test: Terra Nova 3 Multiple Assessments

Grade: 6

Edition/Publication Year: 2010

Publisher: CTB/McGraw-Hill

Scores are reported here asPercentiles

School Year 2012-2013 2011-2012 2010-201L 2009-20.2008-2009
Testing month Mar Mar Feb Mar Mar
SCHOOL SCORES

Average Score 83 91 78 79 84
Number of students tested 35 22 26 20 46
Percent of total students tested00 100 100 100 100
Number of students 0 0 0 0 0
alternatively assessed

Percent of students 0 0 0 0 0

alternatively assessed

SUBGROUP SCORES

1. Other 1

Average Score

Number of students tested

2. Other 2

Average Score

Number of students tested

3. Other 3

Average Score

Number of students tested

NOTES: No subgroups large enough to dissagregate data.
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REFERENCED BY NATIONAL NORMS

Subject: Math

Test: Terra Nova 3 Multiple Assessments

Grade: 7

Edition/Publication Year: 2010

Publisher: CTB/McGraw-Hill

Scores are reported here asPercentiles

School Year 2012-2013 2011-2012 2010-201L 2009-20.2008-2009
Testing month Mar Mar Feb Mar Mar
SCHOOL SCORES

Average Score 91 83 90 91 86
Number of students tested 22 26 21 50 41
Percent of total students tested00 100 100 100 100
Number of students 0 0 0 0 0
alternatively assessed

Percent of students 0 0 0 0 0

alternatively assessed

SUBGROUP SCORES

1. Other 1

Average Score

Number of students tested

2. Other 2

Average Score

Number of students tested

3. Other 3

Average Score

Number of students tested

NOTES: No subgroups large enough to dissagregate data.
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REFERENCED BY NATIONAL NORMS

Subject: Reading/ELA

Test: Terra Nova 3 Multiple Assessments

Grade: 3

Edition/Publication Year: 2010

Publisher: CTB/McGraw-Hill

Scores are reported here asPercentiles

School Year 2012-2013 2011-2012 2010-201 2009-20.2008-2009
Testing month Mar Mar Feb Mar Mar
SCHOOL SCORES

Average Score 83 77 75 75 81
Number of students tested 26 25 15 32 20
Percent of total students tested00 100 100 100 100
Number of students 0 0 0 0 0
alternatively assessed

Percent of students 0 0 0 0 0

alternatively assessed

SUBGROUP SCORES

1. Other 1

Average Score

Number of students tested

2. Other 2

Average Score

Number of students tested

3. Other 3

Average Score

Number of students tested

NOTES: No subgroups large enough to dissagregate data.
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REFERENCED BY NATIONAL NORMS

Subject: Reading/ELA

Test: Terra Nova 3 Multiple Assessments

Grade: 4

Edition/Publication Year: 2010

Publisher: CTB/McGraw-Hill

Scores are reported here asPercentiles

School Year 2012-2013 2011-2012 2010-201 2009-20.2008-2009
Testing month Mar Mar Feb Mar Mar
SCHOOL SCORES

Average Score 83 83 89 92 89
Number of students tested 25 16 34 19 24
Percent of total students tested00 100 100 100 100
Number of students 0 0 0 0 0
alternatively assessed

Percent of students 0 0 0 0 0

alternatively assessed

SUBGROUP SCORES

1. Other 1

Average Score

Number of students tested

2. Other 2

Average Score

Number of students tested

3. Other 3

Average Score

Number of students tested

NOTES: No subgroups large enough to dissagregate data.
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REFERENCED BY NATIONAL NORMS

Subject: Reading/ELA

Test: Terra Nova 3 Multiple Assessments

Grade: 5

Edition/Publication Year: 2010

Publisher: CTB/McGraw-Hill

Scores are reported here asPercentiles

School Year 2012-2013 2011-2012 2010-201 2009-20.2008-2009
Testing month Mar Mar Feb Mar Mar
SCHOOL SCORES

Average Score 84 80 86 83 80
Number of students tested 16 37 22 26 25
Percent of total students tested00 100 100 100 100
Number of students 0 0 0 0 0
alternatively assessed

Percent of students 0 0 0 0 0

alternatively assessed

SUBGROUP SCORES

1. Other 1

Average Score

Number of students tested

2. Other 2

Average Score

Number of students tested

3. Other 3

Average Score

Number of students tested

NOTES: No subgroups large enough to dissagregate data.
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REFERENCED BY NATIONAL NORMS

Subject: Reading/ELA

Test: Terra Nova 3 Multiple Assessments

Grade: 6

Edition/Publication Year: 2010

Publisher: CTB/McGraw-Hill

Scores are reported here asPercentiles

School Year 2012-2013 2011-2012 2010-201 2009-20.2008-2009
Testing month Mar Mar Feb Mar Mar
SCHOOL SCORES

Average Score 84 89 84 85 86
Number of students tested 35 22 26 20 46
Percent of total students tested00 100 100 100 100
Number of students 0 0 0 0 0
alternatively assessed

Percent of students 0 0 0 0 0

alternatively assessed

SUBGROUP SCORES

1. Other 1

Average Score

Number of students tested

2. Other 2

Average Score

Number of students tested

3. Other 3

Average Score

Number of students tested

NOTES: No subgroups large enough to dissagregate data.
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REFERENCED BY NATIONAL NORMS

Subject: Reading/ELA

Test: Terra Nova 3 Multiple Assessments

Grade: 7

Edition/Publication Year: 2010

Publisher: CTB/McGraw-Hill

Scores are reported here asPercentiles

School Year 2012-2013 2011-2012 2010-201 2009-20.2008-2009
Testing month Mar Mar Feb Mar Mar
SCHOOL SCORES

Average Score 83 83 82 87 85
Number of students tested 22 26 21 50 41
Percent of total students tested00 100 100 100 100
Number of students 0 0 0 0 0
alternatively assessed

Percent of students 0 0 0 0 0

alternatively assessed

SUBGROUP SCORES

1. Other 1

Average Score

Number of students tested

2. Other 2

Average Score

Number of students tested

3. Other 3

Average Score

Number of students tested

NOTES: No subgroups large enough to dissagregate data.
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